
500.000 
sheep in 

antartica‘s  

shadow 

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 



T h e  Fa lk la n d  
I s la n d s  a r e  a n  
a r c h ip e lag o  in  
t h e  S o u t h  
At la n t i c  Oc ea n  o n  
t h e  Pa t a g o n ia n  
S h e l f .  I t  h a s  a n  
a r ea  o f  1 2 . 200  
k m  w i t h  2  m a in  
i s la n d s ,  E a s t  
Fa lk la n d  a n d  
West  Fa lk la n d  
a n d  776  sm a l le r  
i s la n d s .  

T h e  Fa lk la n d er  d o  
h ave  f u l l  B r i t i sh  
c i t i z ensh ip .  

WHERE 

ARE THE 

FALKLAND 

ISLANDS?  



 

Has  an area of  

4 ,700 square 

mi les wi th  2  

main is lands,  

East  Falk land 

and West  

Falk land and 

776 smal ler  

i s lands .  Around 

3  000 

res idents ,  but   

f i ve  hundred 

thousands of  

sheep’s  l i ve  

there .   

THE 

FALKLANDS 

IN DETAIL 



The c l imate is  

rough and even 

the summers 

are  cool  and 

vegetat ion 

does grow 

meager.  

Average 

temperature is  

5° .   

 

CLIMATE OF 

THE 

FALKLANDS 



BACKGROUND  

HISTORY OF THE FALKLANDS 

Although first sighted by an English navigator in 1592, the first landing (English) did not occur until 

almost a century later in 1690, and the first settlement (French) was not established until 1764. 

The colony was turned over to Spain two years later and the islands have since then been the 

subject of a territorial dispute, first between Britain and Spain, then between Britain and Argentina. 

The UK asserted its claim to the islands by establishing a naval garrison there in 1833. Argentina 

invaded the islands on 2 April 1982. The British responded with an expeditionary force that landed 

seven weeks later and after fierce fighting forced an Argentine surrender on 14 June 1982. With 

hostilities ended and Argentine forces withdrawn, UK administration resumed. In response to 

renewed calls from Argentina for Britain to relinquish control of the islands, a referendum was held 

in March 2013, which resulted in 99.8% of the population voting to remain a part of the UK. 



HOW MANY 

SHEEP DO 

LIVE ON 

THE 

FALKLAND 

ISLANDS? 



 

 

 S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  i n d u s t r i e s  o n  t h e  i s l a n d s  a i r -  
o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l l u t i o n  i s  k n o w n .  T h e  s h e e p  
a r e  k e p t  o u t s i d e  a l l  y e a r  l o n g .  

 

 T h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  i s  i d e a l  
f o r  s h e e p  f a r m i n g  a n d  i t s  w o o l ,  b e i n g  f a m o u s  f o r  
i t s  s o f t  a n d  f i n e  c h a r a c t e r .  

 

 U n s e a s o n a b l e  s n o w ,  h a i l ,  v e r y  s h o r t  p a s t u r e  
g r o w i n g  s e a s o n  a n d  s t r o n g  w i n d s  a l l  h a v e  t o  b e  
c o n t e n d e d  w i t h .  I t  i s  p u s h i n g  f a r m i n g  t o w a r d s  
t h e  l i m i t .    

 

 T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i l e  h a r s h  a t  t i m e s  f o r  b o t h  
p e o p l e  a s  w e l l  a s  l i v e s t o c k ,  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  
n a t u r a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  r a n g e  o f  b a c t e r i a  
a n d  o r g a n i s m s  t h a t  c a u s e  w o o l  d a m a g e ,  w o o l  
d i s c o l o r a t i o n  a n d  p r e d i s p o s e s  a n i m a l s  t o  f l y  
s t r i k e .  A s  a  r e s u l t  w o o l  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  F a l k l a n d  
I s l a n d s  s h e e p  h a s  o u t s t a n d i n g  w h i t e n e s s  a n d  
s o f t n e s s .  

  

 F a l k l a n d  W o o l  i s  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  p u r i t y  a n d  f r e e  
f r o m  c h e m i c a l  r e s i d u e s .  T h e  i s l a n d s  h a v e  a  
c o m p l e t e  a b s e n c e  o f  s h e e p  l i c e  a n d  s h e e p  k e d  
( a l l o w s  a n i m a l s  f r e e d o m  f r o m  d i p p i n g  a n d  
j e t t i n g )  a n d  a n  o v e r a l l  d i s e a s e  s t a t u s  t h a t  w o u l d  
b e  e n v i e d  b y  m o s t  c o u n t r i e s  i f  t h e y  k n e w  a b o u t  
i t .  N o  m u l e s i n g !  

 

HISTORY OF THE WOOL  

ENVIROMENT 



 

 

 I n  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  la s t  c en t u r y  
C o r r ied a le  sh eep s  wer e  in t ro d u c ed  to  t h e  
Fa lk la n d s  a n d  to d ay  t h e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  
wo o l  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a jo r  ec o n o m ic  
b r a n c h es .  T h e  C o r r ied a le  i s  t h e  o ld es t  o f  
a l l  t h e  c ro ssb r ed  b r eed s ,  a  M er in o - L in co ln  
c ro ss  d eve lo p ed  in  1 914 .  T h e  wo o l  i s  
a lm o s t  g u a r a n teed  to  b e  c h em ic a l  f r ee  
b ec a u se  o f  t h e  h a r sh  c l im a te  t h e  b r eed  i s  
r a i sed  in .  

 

 T h e  Fa lk la n d  I s la n d s  h ave  a  ve r y  l o n g  
sh eep  f a r m in g  h i s to r y.  Fo r  a lm o s t  1 5 0  
yea r s  sh eep  h ave  b een  g r a z ed  o n  t h e  w id e -
o p en  n a t i ve  w h i te  g r a ss  c a m p s  a n d  r i c h  
c o a s t a l  va l l ey s  a n d  " g r een s" .  S to c k in g  
r a tes  a r e  q u i te  l ow  c o m p a r ed  to  m a ny  
o t h e r  p la c es ,  w i t h  a p p rox im a te l y  o n e  
sh eep  b e in g  r u n  o n  t wo  h ec t a r es  o f  l a n d .   

 

 T h e  va s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  sh eep  in  t h e  
Fa lk la n d s  a r e  o f  C o r r ied a le  a n c es t r y,  
h owever  ove r  t h e  la s t  10  to  1 2  yea r s  t h e r e  
h a s  b een  a  d r a m a t i c  sh i f t  to  t h e  f in e r  
Po lwa r t h  t y p es  a n d  M u l t i - P u rp o se -M er ino s .  

 
 

HISTORY OF THE WOOL 

THE BREEDS 



 

 
 T h e  wo o l  r a n g in g  i s  f ro m  1 8  to  3 0  

m ic ro n s .  F leec e  f ro m  a  m a t u r e  ewe  w i l l  

we ig h  10  to  17  lb  ( 4 . 5  to  7. 7  k g )  w i t h  a  

s t a p le  l en g t h  o f  3 . 5  to  6 . 0  in c h  ( 8 . 9  to  

1 5 . 2  c m ) .  A f te r  sc o u r in g ,  a  y ie ld  o f  6 0  to  

7 0 %  o f  t h e  r aw  f leec e  we ig h t  i s  c o m m o n .   

 

 I t  i s  so m e  o f  t h e  w h i tes t  a n d  f in es t  wo o l  

i n  t h e  wo r ld .  

 

 T h e  f l eec e  i s  sh ow in g  g o o d  b u lk in ess  a n d  

s i l k y  so f t  h a n d le .  

 

 Wo o l  p r ep a r a t ion  a n d  wo o l  c la ss in g  i s  

t a ken  ve r y  se r io u s l y :  Wo r ld - B es t  p r a c t i c e  

s t a n d a r d s  a r e  a d o p ted  w i t h  a  m ix  o f  

p ro fess io n a l  wo o l  c la sse r s  a n d  " ow n er  

c la sse r s "  c o n t ro l l in g  t h e  o p er a t io n .   

CHARACTARISTIC OF THE WOOL 



 

 

 

 

 The fine Merino cl ip today is 

between 20 to 25t.   

 

 Around 90% of i t  gets purchased 

by our company.  

 

OUTPUT 



WHAT 

MAKES 

FALKLAND 

WOOL SO 

SPECIAL? 

 



THANKS FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION 

 


